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ПОРЯДОК БОГОСЛУЖЕНЬ/SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
FROM MAY 10TH TO MAY17TH, 2020
ВІД 10-ОГО ТРАВНЯ, ДО 17-ОГО ТРАВНЯ, 2020

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНО ВОСКРЕС!

4-TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA – THE PARALYZED MAN –
НЕДІЛЯ ПРО РОЗСЛАБЛЕНОГО

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE HAS RISEN!
VESPERS (as per bulletin)
CONFESSIONS:

SATURDAYS: 5:00 P.M.
EVE OF FEAST DAYS: 6:30 P.M.

SAT. NIGHTS BEFORE OR AFTER VESPERS
BEFORE 9:45 A.M. SUNDAY MORNING
BEFORE 9:30 A.M. ON FEAST DAYS
OR BY APPOINTMENT FOR OUR SHUT IN’S

SERVICES SUSPENDED TO FURTHER NOTICE – STAY SAFE AND GOD BLESS

Fourth Sunday of Pascha: The Paralyzed Man
Within this, the Paschal Cycle, we have sung (how often?) “Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and
upon those in the tombs bestowing life.”
But how do we interpret that hymn? We most often “defer” its meaning and center Christ’s victory on death alone. And
of course, that victory is over death. But we defer its meaning because death, though we know it’s coming, seems so
very far away.
But the Paschal hymn applies to more than those already dead. It applies to us who are living as well. The late W.M.
Lewis said, “The tragedy of life is not that it ends so soon, but that we wait so long to begin it.” Christ, in conquering
death, wants us to live life in a new way: boldly, generously, openly, with open hearts and minds, willing to take risks in
order to live it more fully.
In the first reading today, from the Book of Acts, we see Peter in the name of Christ healing a man bedridden for eight
years. Christ banishes his paralysis through Peter and restores the man to vitality. Imagine how fully he appreciated the
ability to move, to be free of the need of others to care for him. Those who recover a strength they once lost have a new
understanding of how precious that strength is.
What’s more, Peter raises Dorcas, (known among the Greeks as Tabitha), from the dead. Peter, acting in the name and
through the power of Christ, can do what Christ Himself did. But the beauty of his act lies not only in Tabitha’s
restoration to life, but also in her restoration to good works, to energy, to charity, and to risk.
For Tabitha’s friends, widows at Joppa, knew her through her love and ministry: weeping at her death, they show Peter
all the tunics and clothes she had made for them. Tabitha was a dynamic woman, a champion pierogi pincher, the one
who volunteers to visit the sick and reach even outside her close circle to be there for those in need. Christ, working
through Peter, restores her to that energy and to that power. And what of risk? Tabitha has already known what it is to
be struck down and silenced in death. Facing the fear of persecution before her resurrection, she has all the less to fear
now, restored to the energy of a dynamic and burning love. Tabitha is a hero of the new Church, and she shows all in
Joppa what it means to surge with a new life and energy in Christ.]
And Christ, in the Gospel from John 5, shows us the prototype of what we have seen Peter do in his name. The paralytic
lies inert and only watching at the side of a pool at Bethesda that offers him the only hope of new life.
Imagine that you are at the gym or at a motel. There is a big hot tub there. You know how that hot tub will start to churn
and bubble if you pop a quarter into the meter near the side? Well imagine that nobody can jump into that hot tub until
it churns and bubbles. But it churns and bubbles only intermittently, occasionally—and what’s more, the first guy in that
hot tub is the only one who can be healed of his backache, his sore shoulder, his heel spurs. And what is more, that hot
water can heal even more serious diseases---kidney stones, cancer, and yes, even paralysis.
Can you imagine the crowds jostling against each other waiting for that hot tub to churn into action? Can you imagine
the chaos, the shouts, the pushing and shoving that would go on when the first one shouts out “Hey! I think I see
bubbles?” What chance would a paralyzed guy have to be the first into that hot tub?
That’s the dilemma this paralytic faces. He is faced it for thirty-eight years! And what does Jesus, seeing him there and
knowing his agony, his frustration, ask? He does not ask, why are you here? Why do you continue to rely on this pool of
Bethesda, when you know you cannot be the first to jump in? No. He asks a simple, stunning question: “Do you want to
be made well?”
Think about that. Does he want to be made well? What a question! Of COURSE, we might say. Of course, he wants to be
made well! Surely Jesus knows that. But ask yourself, how many of us, when we face an infirmity, a paralysis of the soul
or mind, really want to be made well? For there are all kinds of paralysis, all kinds of excuses for inaction: Fear. Caution.
Depression. Terror that if we do something, we know we should do, someone might take advantage of us. Alcohol.

Drugs. Simple inertia. There are lots of reasons that we find ourselves unable to act, to do something. Do we really want
to be made well? We may say so. But at the bottom of our hearts we may cling to our helplessness because we have
become comfortable with our excuses. Jesus could ask of us, as well, “Do you really want to be made well?”
The paralytic evaded the question. He didn’t give an immediate “Yes! Please! You, Master, give it to me NOW.” Instead
he gave his 38-year-old excuse. For 38 years no one had helped him into that water when it began to churn with the
power of an angel’s healing. For 38 years somebody else had always been first.
And Jesus did not stop to sympathize, to mull over the excuse, to say “What a pity.” He says, in all His urgency and
power and might, “Rise. Get up, pick up your bed, and WALK!” Even on the Sabbath, when by the rules with which
people would limit Him Jesus should not heal at all. And on the Sabbath that guy, even if he’s released from paralysis,
shouldn’t pick up Anything, much less his bed.
Now how long do you think that guy had lived? For 38 years? I mean, don’t you think in his own mind that man BEGAN
living on the day that Jesus healed him?
We have measures for length of life, but not quality of life: is ten years of a paralyzed life worth one year of a “free” life?
If we free ourselves from fear, from inhibition, if we live with generosity and openness toward other people and are able
to move ON from the chains that have been holding us back, we are like that paralyzed man who finally walks again. We
finally begin to live.
So, the risen Christ can give us the power to Empower, as he did to Peter. He can raise US up not only from the death
that kills, but also from the death that paralyzes and inhibits us. He can raise up our spirits as well as our bodies, and
allow us to live a new, generous, open, and dedicated life. If we believe he can raise the dead, we must believe he can
raise US up too. Christ is Risen! Truly, truly He is Risen-- in US.
Fr Anthony Ugolnik, Holy host Parish, Coatesville PA

Дорогі брати і сестри!
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОЇСТИНО ВОСКРЕС!
Друга Неділя в травні наше суспільство в Канаді святкує День Матері. Це є день радості для всіх. Мамі дарують
квіти, картки поздоровлення, беруть до ресторанів і ще ліпше, обнімають і цілують те личко яке вони перше
бачили коли на світ народилися. Те личко яке їхні лиця покривали поцілунками. Так святкується День Матері.
Сьогодні цей звичай так змінився, майже не до пізнання. Сьогодні маму не можна обнімати, неможна дарувати
поцілунками. В зміну сьогодні використовуємо телефони і комп’ютери. Цей вірус, змінив покищо, День Матері так
як ми цей день святкували. Замість квіти, ми боїмося мамі принести зараження цим вірусом. Відбувається мамине
вшанування з далека.
Хоч форма-порядок цього свята змінилася, суть не змінилася – любов лишається любов’ю.
Нехай Господь поблагословить всіх наших мамів і бабусів кріпким здоровям, глибокою і непохитною вірою і
збереже їх на многих літа
В Христі,
О. Василь

Beloved in Christ!
CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!
Christ’s mercy and compassion is once again manifested on this Sunday of the Paralytic. A man laying poolside for
twenty-eight years needed help to get into the pool after “the stirring of the water”. He lay there because no one was
found to help him. It was the Lord, knowing this man’s condition, who granted his desire and healed him.
In our day, the day of Covid-19, there are many people “by the poolside” so to speak, who need someone to assist them.
The assistance is varied – from the delivery of food from the foodbank to those unable to travel, to a caring phone call
to the lonely and shut-in, to a prayer for healing and comfort offered in our own homes before our prayer corners.
We are the ones called to demonstrate mercy and compassion. The world as we know is changing. New standards and
rules are being established. We see the rise of a more computerized and digitized society. Cash is no longer being
accepted in some places – we are pushed to use more plastic. But what is most striking is the answer to the question –
how will our worship and rituals change amid this pandemic? And supplementally – how will our Christian response to
our neighbours needs change? Not just society but the ecclesia is also evolving under these changes. For example, livestreaming and recording Divine Liturgies is already occurring. What other adaptions will appear?
Beloved in Christ! This virus, because of its very infectious nature, will challenge us all. What it will not do is destroy our
faith. It will only change the way we manifest our faith. In other words, the essence remains unchanged, but the forms
may change.
Mercy and compassion never change - but the way we manifest mercy and compassion – for the foreseeable future –
may change.
Let us pray that the Lord will grant us wisdom, patience and resolve as we move forward from day to day.
In Christ,
Fr. Wasyl

MESSAGE FROM OUR PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
First and foremost, thank you. Thank you to each and every one of you for ensuring the sustenance of our parish family
by every means possible, in spite of physical distance, by staying in touch and taking care of each other.
In addition to the people acknowledged in last week’s bulletin, I express my gratitude on behalf of all of us to Fr. Wasyl
and Dobr. Larysa Makarenko. Dobr. Larysa for her dedication in preparing our newsletters, especially critical during this
temporary isolation period. And, of course, to Fr. Wasyl for his continued leadership and activity during this time, and
for remaining safe and healthy while doing so. While the pandemic has curtailed much activity in the world, our spiritual
needs don’t go on lockdown. We are deeply grateful for Fr. Wasyl’s unwavering attention to our spiritual needs and
struggles, which for some may be exacerbated in these last weeks and months of isolation.
Once again, I express my sincere gratitude to our members and supporters for your continued support, both moral and
financial during this difficult isolation period. Donations can be made by regular mail or by using the “Donate now”
capability provided on our website. Thank you as well for your donations to the Childrens’ hospital in Lviv, which they
should receive early next week.

We don’t know at this time when we will be able to resume our normal parish activities together—services, meetings
and social gatherings—but we know the time will come. In the meantime, if you have questions or concerns, or if there
is some way that we can support and assist you, please do not hesitate to contact me. (289-887-0626,
stvladshamilton@yahoo.ca)
May the warm spring sunshine increase the joy in your hearts and homes.
In Christ,
Orysia Sushko C.M
Parish Council President

MOTHER’S DAY AND THE CHURCH
As we celebrate and honor our mothers on Mother’s Day, we are reminded that in the Church, the Mother of God is the
most outstanding of mothers, and Church itself is regarded as the mother who gives birth to us and gives us rebirth in
Christ, also bringing us to salvation.
Mother’s Day today, and all over the world children take the opportunity to remember and honor their mother. Yet
there are also those who question the whole commercialization of the business of the adoption of the day as a ‘feast’,
while others think that the state of motherhood is so sacred that every day of the year should be
dedicated to it, rather than a single day.
For its part, the Church presents the person of the Mother of God as the most outstanding of
mothers and discreetly suggests the feast of the Reception of the Lord (2 February) as a day that
could be set apart for us to honor mothers.
Within our tradition, we also encounter the Church itself as the mother who gives birth to us and
gives us rebirth in Christ, also bringing us to salvation. This does not mean, however, that there’s
contradistinction: her restraint and obedience place Our Lady at the centre of the Church. John the
Damascan says that the mystery of divine Dispensation finds its expression in her person. And her unconstrained
acceptance of the divine will open the way for us to return to the bosom of God. The Incarnation of the Divine Word,
which took place in her womb, effected the union of the divine and the human. So the Church continues through history
as a ‘continuous Mother of God’ (Paul Evdokimov).
Our Lady is the eternal model of motherhood: she suffers with and feels the pain of every wounded person and is, at the
same time, the refuge and consolation of all those in tribulation. The sorrowful image of her as the sword penetrates her
when she sees her Son suffering for the whole of humankind makes her the outstanding representative of mercy and
loving-kindness. She is the archetypal Mother, who suffers and cares for each and every one of her children, for the
sorrow and injustice which hold sway over the world; she’s the continuous sigh for anguished people. In her person,
mothers find unique support and total understanding regarding their concerns about the future of their children and the
world as a whole. As the poet says: ‘In wars, it’s the mothers who die…’.
Therefore, the Church’s attitude is to pay exceptional honor to the person of the mother.

A Mother’s Beatitudes
Blessed is the mother who understands her child, for she shall inherit a kingdom of memories.
Blessed is the mother who knows how to comfort, for she shall possess a child’s devotion.
Blessed is the mother who guides by the path of righteousness, for she shall be proud of her children.
Blessed is the mother who is never shocked, for the she shall receive and know confidence and security.
Blessed is the mother who teaches respect, for she shall be respected.
Blessed is the mother who emphasizes the good and minimizes the bad, for her children shall follow her
example.
Blessed is the mother who answers questions honestly, for she shall always be trusted.
Blessed is the mother who treats her children as she would like to be treated, for her home shall always be
filled with happiness.

CHALLENGE QUESTIONS ON ORTHODOXY – CON’D
Answers to Last Weeks Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

D – That Christianity was legal
B – Are of Eastern Christendom but are in communion with Rome
C – Cyril and Methodius
D – Andre
B – 988
C – On Pentecost, 50 days after Christ’s resurrection
B – Constantine
B – Volodymyr
A – Kiev
B – St. Sophia’s in Kiev

New Questions for this week:
1. Which apostle is considered the patron and evangelizer of Ukraine?
a. St. Matthew
b. St. Paul
c. St. Andrew
d. St. Peter
2. Which of the following saints died as a martyr?
a. Constantine
b. Volodymyr
c. Helen
d. Stephen

3. Which of the following apostles did not die a martyr’s death?
a. Matthew
b. Peter
c. James
d. John
4. Which of the following saints was a bishop?
a. St. Basil the Great
b. St. John Chrysostom
c. St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
d. All of the above
5. Which of the following saints is most noted for his defense of the use of icons in the church?
a. St. Andrew of Crete
b. St. John Damascus
c. St. John Climacus
d. St. Simeon the New Theologian
6. When in the ancient Roman empire did Christianity become legal?
a. 215
b. 313
c. 787
d. 1054
7. Deaconesses were
a. Used in the Orthodox Church until about the 11th century
b. Mentioned by St. Paul in his letters to the Romans and to Timothy
c. To be over 40 years of age, as stated by the fourth Ecumenical Council
d. All of the above
8. Which of the saints is called the “golden mouthed”?
a. St. Basil the Great
b. St. Gregory the Theologian
c. St. John Chrysostom
d. St. Simeon the New Theologian
9. Which of the following saints is considered to be “Equal to the Apostles”?
a. St. Nina Enlightener of Georgia
b. St. Mary Magdalene
c. St. Helena
d. All the above
10. Who are we talking about when we speak of the Church Father?
a. All priests of the Church
b. Those who passed on the true doctrine of the Church as taught by the apostles
c. Those teachers of the Church from the apostolic age until 749 AD
d. All of the above

D O N A T I O N S - May 1 - May 9th, 2020
Correction: Last week's donation from Orest Sushko should have been --

Sushko, Orest

200 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Jurychuk, Doreen

50

Jurychuk, John & Dianne

50

Kindraka, Alex & Margaret

100 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Senchuk, Taras & Natalie

300 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Pomich Ukraini-Ukr. Social Serv., Toronto

500 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Kindraka, Margaret

200 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Kindraka, Margaret

800

Donec, Martha

60

Hrabok, Mary

100 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Hrabok, Mary

20

Kopiak, Mary

50

Choma, John & Darlene

100 Children's Hospital-Lviv

Cipywnyk, Harold & Sylvia

100

Manko, Maria

50

Evanetz, Victor & Eroslava

50

Thank You for Your Donations

Children's Hospital-Lviv

Fence
In memory-

Anastazia Kalistchuk

Спасибі Вам за Вашi Пожертви

During the current COVID-19 situation, we thank all donors who are supporting St. Vladimir’s Sobor:
1. By using the “DONATE NOW” icon on the lower left side on our website: www.stvladshamilton.com

2. Donations or **Family Membership donations can also be mailed directly to:
St Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church
855 Barton Street, East
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 3B4
3. If you wish to enroll in an Automatic Withdraw System, please contact Walter Rozisky at
905-681-1653 for further information.
** Family Membership Donations for 2020 are $140 for Single Members and $280 for Family Members

